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This article by Wilbur H. Siebert portrayed the responses from Free states to the Fugitive 
Slave Act of 1850. It focused on Ohio, and explained its importance to the Underground 
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the way the Free states received and dealt with the Fugitive Slave Acts. The North 
greeted the new laws with its own Personal Liberty Laws, which ultimately nullified the 
Fugitive Slave Act.
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This source provides an invaluable glimpse into the lives of hundreds of people involved with the Underground Railroad.  However, one of the most incredible aspects of this book is that the material in it is exactly what was said by the slaves and agents that Still met throughout his life.  This source also referred us to an expert on our topic, Wilbur H. Siebert, who is the “foremost scholarly authority on the Underground Railroad”.  
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The National Park Service’s webpage for the Underground Railroad provided us with a 
foundation of basic knowledge on the topic. It referred us to multiple other sites that held 
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researchers gathered information about the Underground Railroad. This site also listed a 
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Underground Railroad.

"Confiscation Acts." History.com. The History Channel. Web. 08 May 2010. 
<http://www.history.com/topics/confiscation-acts>.
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outlined each of the four acts passed by the federal government to provide compensation 
for gradual emancipation, and thus encourage slave states to free their slaves. These acts 
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This website told us about Harriet Tubman’s experiences on the Underground Railroad. It 
provided us with information on her personal life and work ethics. The website explained 
some hardships that she experienced as a slave, and how those hardships drove her to 
escape, and lead others to freedom. She kept runaway slaves motivated with different 
methods, including threatening them with guns, saying, “you’ll be free or die.” We read a 
lot of information on this website that we had never heard before.
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the constellations in guiding the escaping slaves to freedom. It also described how they 
were able to determine their direction by finding the North Star. Slaves located the North 
Star by finding it in the Big Dipper. They followed the North Star to guide them to 
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freedom in order to give blacks a fair trial. This article articulated the significance of the 
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we still need to finish reading the document to draw more information from it, but it 
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The National Geographic Society’s webpage about the Underground Railroad featured 
many different sections, portraying insight to a variety of aspects of the revolution. One 
particularly interesting part allowed people to follow a fictional slave’s interactive 
journey along the Underground Railroad into the freedom of the North. Another helpful 
page listed and described a number of significant figures in the fight for abolitionism. 
There was also a very useful timeline that briefly described numerous reactions to the 
escaping of slaves.
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This essay from by professor and historian Gretchen Starr-LeBeau was very useful 
because it focused on the Fugitive Slave Act. It outlined the first draft of the act, 
published in 1793, as well as the revisions included in the more well-known document, 
the Compromise of 1850. It defined the terms of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, and 
explained some reactions to the act. Included in the list of reactions were the arguments 
from Northerners against the Fugitive Slave Act, as well as the Personal Liberty Laws 
enforced in Northern states to make the act more forgiving and fair to runaway slaves.
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This book traces the tale of Thornton Blackburn's journey along the Underground 
Railroad.  Since there wasn't a diary documenting this journey, the author didn't have 
much information about traveling on the Underground Railroad of the types of conditions 
runaway slaves had to face.  The introduction was the most relevant part of this book 
because it reviewed the basics of the Underground Railroad.
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The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center’s webpage contained a profound 
timeline that listed and summarized several of the more prominent events leading to 
abolition. It was a good starting point since it named a lot of events which can be 
researched later. Another page on the website mentioned the names of some key figures 
on the Underground Railroad.

"The Underground Railroad." PBS. PBS. Web. 19 Apr. 2010. 
<http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2944.html>.

PBS’s webpage on the Underground Railroad illustrates an overview of the system, 
including brief descriptions of prominent people and the conditions for escaping slaves. 
This website explained some of the code terms and tactics that were used in the 
Underground Railroad. It also explained some of the ways that whites would use their 
social status to help the desperate fugitive slaves survive.
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This site from Scholastic is geared towards elementary school teacher, giving a helpful 
slideshow describing the journey of an escaping slave.  It also explains the conditions of 
traveling on the Underground Railroad. 

“The Underground Railroad: Harriet Tubman, Life”  Harriet Tubman Biography. Web. 8 May 
2010. < http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/id4.html>


This biographical website about Harriet Tubman, explained Harriet Tubman’s life story, 
as well as her significance in the Underground Railroad. It named and explained the 
situation of some of the slaves that she helped escape through the Underground Railroad. 
Despite its intended purpose, we found this website particularly helpful because it 
included many valuable pictures and 
maps. Some of these were pictures of wanted slave 
advertisements, or maps of escape routes. 

