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To choose the topic, we brainstormed a few possible ideas that we were interested in. After researching them, we decided that the Underground Railroad was the most relevant to the theme as well as the most interesting. Other topics we looked into were: the emergence of national parks and the incentives used to attract immigrants to America. From just a quick search, we had trouble finding much information about the emergence of national parks; however, we found a considerable amount of resources and information about the other two topics. We were most interested in the Underground Railroad because we knew the least about it.


We started our research by conducting separate searches, each finding three useful sources. After compiling notes, we discussed how our findings related to the theme. We then met and gained a considerable amount of knowledge and insight to important terms, people, and events related to the Underground Railroad. The National Geographic website was particularly helpful, because it traced the journey of a runaway slave, revealing some of the escape tactics used by fugitives and conductors. Some important points that we learned from the other sources pertained to Harriet Tubman and the Fugitive Slave Act. We found the name of an expert on the Underground Railroad, Wilbur H. Siebert, who we later learned had unfortunately died a while ago, but found a useful article of his. After deciding to take a different route in our argument, we searched online databases and search engines for information about the Fugitive Slave Acts. We found a couple of primary sources, as well as some other articles that clarified the terms of the act. The “Fugitive Slave Act – 1850” included the entire script of the Fugitive Slave Act, which was particularly useful. From primary sources, such as the Chicago Common Council and the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, we were exposed to different opinions and views on the many issues of the time. We learned about the Confiscation Acts from the History Channel’s website. We also read about other emancipation measures taken by President Lincoln as a reform stemming from the Fugitive Slave Act. Once again, we found the name of an expert on the Underground Railroad, only to find his obituary when we searched for him online.

We started out with only  revolution, reaction and reform pages but as we evaluated our research and chose what to put on the website, it became evident that we also needed additional pages for subtopics topics to those ideas.  At first we had trouble finding how to make drop-down pages, but were luckily able to find it on the Weebly Support Page. This feature ended up being very helpful, allowing us to develop our website to better communicate our argument.

The Underground Railroad has a very strong revolutionary aspect because it was the first time whites were sympathetic enough to the slave cause to break the law in order to help them escape slavery in a secret and organized fashion. In reaction to this, The Federal Law attempted to crack down on catching runaway slaves with new laws, the Fugitive Slave Laws. These new laws were greeted with much opposition, and were eventually reformed by state laws which virtually undermined the Fugitive Slave Laws. These laws, called Personal Liberty Laws, claimed they protected the rights of runaway slaves.
